News Release

LANXESS signs distribution agreement with ICSCO

New distribution partner for membrane elements
in Middle East
Cologne – The Liquid Purification Technologies (LPT) business unit
of specialty chemicals company LANXESS, one of the world’s
leading suppliers of water treatment products and solutions, is
looking to expand its business with reverse osmosis membrane
elements in Saudi Arabia. On November 1, 2017, it signed a
distribution agreement for Lewabrane membrane elements with
Riyadh-based Saudi company Industrial and Chemicals Supplies Co.
Ltd. (ICSCO). The contract was signed by head of LPT Jean-Marc
Vesselle and ICSCO CEO Ahmed Mohamed Gashlan.
“We selected ICSCO because of its experience in the field of reverse
osmosis technology and are aiming to work together to ensure further
growth in this region,” says Vesselle.
“Our customers are owners of water and wastewater treatment
facilities who are looking for quality, integrity and sustainability.
LANXESS membrane elements meet the highest German and
international production and quality standards, which makes them the
perfect addition to our portfolio,” remarks Gashlan.
Industrial and Chemicals Supplies Co. Ltd. is a subsidiary of
AlKawther Industries Co. Ltd., which is headquartered in Jeddah,
Saudi Arabia. This global company has over 40 years of experience
as a distribution partner for the water industry and is a leading
supplier of reverse osmosis membranes, ion exchange resins, water
treatment chemicals, metering pumps, filtration media, softening
plants and monitoring equipment.
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Growing demand for water makes reverse osmosis
indispensable
The Gulf States obtain some 20 million cubic meters of drinking water
from the sea every day. In Saudi Arabia, 70 percent of drinking water
already comes from the Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea. An energyintensive multi-stage flash evaporation process is used for the
majority of seawater desalination. Pre-treated seawater flows through
chambers and evaporates instantly when hot steam is fed in through
huge pipe networks. Around 10 kilowatt hours (kWh) of energy is
required for each cubic meter of water, which is equivalent to the
energy content of one liter of heating oil. Saudi Arabia alone
produces four million cubic meters (four billion liters) of fresh water
per day in this way.
A more economical technology is reverse osmosis (RO), which
involves forcing the seawater through semi-permeable membranes
under high pressure. These membranes do not allow the salt to pass
through. The process only requires around a sixth of the energy
consumed by an evaporation plant.
The Saline Water Conversion Corporation (SWCC) founded within
Saudi Arabia’s Ministry of Agriculture and Water in 1972 estimates
that the supply capacity needs to be increased to 10 million cubic
meters by 2025 to satisfy the demand of the country and its fastgrowing population. This means doubling the water capacity in less
than 10 years. “In view of the situation, expanding our business in the
region with a distribution partner that has been established there for
decades is a key step for further growth,” underlines Vesselle.
Membrane technology from LANXESS for seawater desalination
The high-performance membrane elements in the Lewabrane range
consist of spirally wound thin-film composite membranes that were
developed specifically for industrial water treatment. Depending on
the intensity of use, these elements can produce virtually salt-free
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water for a period of many years. The special membrane chemistry
and the structure of the components ensure optimized, cost-efficient
operation in downstream process stages, for example in single or
mixed-bed filter circuits.
Detailed information about products from the LPT business unit can
be obtained online at http://lpt.lanxess.com/en/home/.
LANXESS’s Liquid Purification Technologies business unit currently
employs over 500 people worldwide and is part of the company’s
Performance Chemicals segment, which generated sales of EUR 2.1
billion in 2016.

LANXESS is a leading specialty chemicals company with sales of EUR 7.7 billion in
2016 and about 19,200 employees in 25 countries. The company is currently
represented at 75 production sites worldwide. The core business of LANXESS is the
development, manufacturing and marketing of chemical intermediates, additives,
specialty chemicals and plastics. Through ARLANXEO, the joint venture with Saudi
Aramco, LANXESS is also a leading supplier of synthetic rubber. LANXESS is listed in
the leading sustainability indices Dow Jones Sustainability Index (DJSI World) and
FTSE4Good.
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Forward-Looking Statements
This company release contains certain forward-looking statements, including
assumptions, opinions, expectations and views of the company or cited from third party
sources. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could cause
the actual results, financial position, development or performance of LANXESS AG to
differ materially from the estimations expressed or implied herein. LANXESS AG does
not guarantee that the assumptions underlying such forward-looking statements are free
from errors nor does it accept any responsibility for the future accuracy of the opinions
expressed in this presentation or the actual occurrence of the forecast developments. No
representation or warranty (expressed or implied) is made as to, and no reliance should
be placed on, any information, estimates, targets and opinions, contained herein, and no
liability whatsoever is accepted as to any errors, omissions or misstatements contained
herein, and accordingly, no representative of LANXESS AG or any of its affiliated
companies or any of such person's officers, directors or employees accept any liability
whatsoever arising directly or indirectly from the use of this document.
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Information for editors:
All LANXESS news releases and their accompanying photos can be found at
http://press.lanxess.com. Recent photos of the Board of Management and other
LANXESS image material are available at http://photos.lanxess.com. TV footage can be
found at http://globe360.net/broadcast.lanxess/.
You can find further information concerning LANXESS chemistry in our WebMagazine at
http://webmagazine.lanxess.com.
Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, Linkedin and YouTube:
http://www.twitter.com/LANXESS
http://www.facebook.com/LANXESS
http://www.linkedin.com/company/lanxess
http://www.youtube.com/lanxess
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